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List of emigrants from the area of   the former Łomża governorate
going on a trip to America aboard the "Potsdam" ship

(Ocean line Holland-America, cruise on April 1-12, 1905)1

Travel itinerary:
S.S. The "Potsdam" set sail on April 1, 1905 from the port of Rotterdam - the
Netherlands, then, after entering the French port of Boulogne-sur-Mer, went to New
York, where, after 11 days of sea voyage, it arrived on April 12, 1905.

1 We present another working material prepared as part of the project "The fate of Łomża emigrants in
the sources of the years 1900-1950 ..." implemented by ŁTN im. Wagów( Lomzha - Łomża Scientific
Society named after the Waga family), financed by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education from
the "Dialog" program. The prepared material shows the scale of emigration of the inhabitants of the
Łomża region to the United States before World War I. The list was compiled using the internet search
engine of the American Family Immigration History Center (AFIHC) - Center for the history of
American family immigration, belonging to The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.
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In January 1905, when the twenty-sixth president of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt,
after the resignation of lawyer William Williams, the former Commissioner for Immigration,
appointed 47-year-old Robert Watchorn to this position, in the area of Kolno, Łomża and
other towns of the former Łomża governorate, another group of daredevils was making the
decision to go overseas. Some of them were already making preparations for the departure.

It is not without reason that I’m mentioning the person of the new
Commissioner, Robert Watchorn, because he was also an
immigrant. As a 20-year-old boy, tired of working in an English
mine, he left for America. At the beginning he worked hard in the
American mine, but stubbornly, he was gaining an education in
the evening system and climbed up, fulfilling his dream of a better
life. During the 4-year term as Immigration Commissioner on Ellis
Island in New York (the country's most important immigration
control station for migrants arriving from Europe), Watchorn
introduced several reforms in the functioning of the emigration
center itself and led to the expansion of the island, which had an
impact on improving health conditions of immigrants. At that time,
a subway was under construction in New York City. The debris

from the dug underground canals was transported to Ellis Island and thus the area was
enlarged by creating the so-called "Island 3", where a hospital with an infectious diseases
ward was eventually built.

In the case of many future emigrants their decision to leave had to be preceded by a
long process of getting used to the thoughts about the new life in the United States. Life
overseas was connected with abandoning what they had been leading up to now in their
country. The moment of leaving the homeland was usually very difficult. It required saying
goodbye - perhaps forever to friends, family and places that were close to the emigrant's
heart, and the journey itself was disturbing because it was physically and mentally
exhausting. Emigration was a painful choice, but the poverty, political repression and
religious persecution that gripped Europe from the 1870s to World War I were difficult to deal
with for many. Another reason for the emigration of young men from Eastern Europe was the
escape from being drafted into the tsarist army. From 1905 to 1907, spontaneous strikes and
fights took place in Polish industrial centers and villages in the territory of the Kingdom of
Poland.
From February 1904 to September 1905, the Russian-Japanese War raged in the east of the
Romanov empire - the first such a bloody conflict of the 20th century. The tsarist army troops
lost nearly 80,000. soldiers in the great battle of Mukden (Szenjang) in Manchuria, and as a
result of the entire war, about 120,000 lost their lives. people. Russia urgently needed new
soldiers, also to calm the revolutionary sentiment that was building throughout the country.

The situation in the Russian Empire became so serious that
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older and older tsarist subjects - mainly peasants - were recruited into the army. Among
them were many Poles from the territories annexed by Russia. During this difficult period for
Russia, tsarist officials refused to accept bribes out of fear of penalties, and it was
impossible to arrange for dismissal or postponement of service. For the young men, who
were aware that they might never return to their homeland after many years of service in the
tsarist army, the only way to be saved was to go to America.
Especially during this period, America's reputation as a country of cheap land and stunning
riches continued to grow. The peoples of Europe recognized that in America there are still
borders to be discovered, space to expand, new directions to be tried. Leading shipping
companies made a lot of money transporting huge amounts of cotton, tobacco, coal, fur and
other valuable cargo from America to European markets. To make even greater profits, they
took advantage of the massive population shift from Europe to the United States, treating the
emigrants as cargo of ships on their way back to US ports. In order to lure as many people
as possible, especially among people and families related to America, shipping lines sent
agents all over Europe to sell tickets to them. Equipped with promotional brochures created
by shipping lines and American railroads, agents took European cities, villages, homes and
farms by storm. The agents, usually Jews, but not only, toured the villages telling about the
riches of America. They agitated in taverns and by the churches on the occasion of fairs and
church fairs. They went from house to house, and each new taker who decided to leave was
filling the agent's pocket. All travel formalities were organized by travel agencies. It was a
perfect deal at the time, as the ships carrying raw materials and cotton to Europe would flow
back empty. This void was filled with emigrants from all over Europe. In the meantime,
several major shipping lines built dormitory hotels in the harbors area and other amenities for
passengers who in large quantities were arriving at the port before their ships were ready for
departure. The Hamburg-America line, for example, built halls along the port of Hamburg
that could accommodate up to 5,000 people waiting for departure. Even two churches and a
synagogue were built. Shipping companies have also opened medical points to check the
health of emigrants who had the cheapest tickets for a trip in the so-called "steerage" before
they boarded. As part of sanitary safety, holders of “steerage” tickets had to take antiseptic
baths, undergo delousing treatments, and then undergo medical examinations by doctors
employed by shipping lines.
These measures were taken not so much to protect the health and well-being of passengers
but to protect the profits of the shipping lines. According to the immigration law in force, it
imposed fines on shipping lines in the amount of USD 100 for each rejected immigrant, and
in addition, the carrier was obliged to take such passengers back
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to the country from which they departed. Transport companies have therefore made a
special effort to identify and reject anyone whose appearance indicates poor health or
disability.



Letters from friends and family members who were successful overseas also fueled
willingness and contributed to the decision to leave and start a new life on the other side of
the Atlantic.
"I wish you to come to America," wrote one Polish immigrant in a letter to family members
whom he left in 1906. "So far I am doing very well here, and I do not intend to go to our
country, because in Poland I have experienced only misery and poverty, and now I live better
than Sir ".
However, despite such encouragement, leaving the homeland was a difficult decision for
many emigrants. A traveler to America had to have not only money for the journey, warm
clothes, but also a lot of courage and determination. Immigrants who came to America had
to have the will to voluntarily uproot themselves, leave home and family, have the strength to
endure the often difficult passages after leaving home, and be able to get used to strange,
new realities, all in order to realize dreams of a better life.

Before leaving, the emotional tension dropped a little for those who decided to travel
with other family members or were to travel with friends or acquaintances. The majority,
however, was constituted by single young men and young women.
Seemingly they were very brave, but there was terror and uncertainty inside them, and
moreover, they were overwhelmed by the prospect of saying goodbye to their loved ones,
which was a great emotional experience. A Lithuanian immigrant who came to America in
1899 recalled his separation with his mother: “on the day I left home, my mother went with
me to the train station. When we said goodbye, she said it was like seeing me go into a
coffin. I never saw her again ... " Another Greek immigrant, who came to America as a
16-year-old boy in 1911, recalled his farewell to his father in the shadow of an ocean liner
about to take him on board. "(...) My father's hands were shaking, and he said:" son, I never
told you to go, did I ". I am very proud that you have decided to go to America. I know you
will have a better life in America than we have here ”(and my father was a hardworking man,
working day and night). He worked in the fishing industry, he set nets on fishing boats. And
then I went and he cried. He was crying. And you know how I felt when I left home, father
and mother? Horrible, horrible is how I felt. ".

Millions of expatriates have experienced similar break-ups. So emigration to America was
not a good solution for the soft-hearted. Even those of the more resilient, tougher people
who decided to leave anyway, had an unhealed wound in their hearts to the very end.
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After deciding to emigrate from the Old Country, the first step for the emigrants was to
secure money to buy a ticket for one of the steam ships that could take them across the
Atlantic to the United States. Those who went to America in family groups were selling their
homes, land and more valuable things to raise as much money as possible to start a new
life.

Before traveling overseas, they first had to reach European seaports that were used by
shipping companies. For millions of people living in the interior of Europe, in the southern or
eastern areas far from port cities, reaching a European port was associated with a long and
exhausting journey that could take days or weeks.



Due to limited funds and the lack of transport, emigrants covered some sections of the route,
e.g. to the nearest railway station on foot. However, later it was not easy either, because
getting to the German port - Bremen, Hamburg, Antwerp or Rotterdam - was a real
challenge, especially for the inhabitants of the Russian partition who did not know the
German language. These trips were a heavy burden even for strong young men, let alone
women with children or the elderly. Reaching the port city was only the first stage of the
route they had to overcome.

When they finally reached the port and boarded the ship, they faced one of the
hardest trials of moving to the United States - a sea voyage. The vast majority of people and
families from Eastern Europe could not afford first or second class tickets. So they were
buying cheaper tickets, in the so-called "steerage" - (it is untranslatable into Polish name of
the lowest and cheapest deck on the ship). Dark, cramped and crowded spaces with no
proper ventilation, deep inside ships and adjacent to the steering gear. There was a stench
below the deck and there was a sharp smell of sweaty bodies and wet ship ropes, and, on
the top of that, in the stormy weather causing passengers to be seasick, the already
unsanitary conditions intensified.

Buckets were often used as a toilet, but unfortunately they were tipping over as the ship
struggled with the waves. There were no cabins, and the makeshift beds were attached to
the walls. Daylight streamed below the deck through small lenticular windows placed along
the sides of the ship. Passengers spent most of the time on board, because it was hard to
stand below deck, but the weather did not always allow them to stay outside. All this could
force even the toughest travelers to ask themselves questions about the rightness of their
decision, but there was no turning back.

Passengers traveling in the "steerage" and later in the third passenger class were
registered before departure. American authorities introduced laws that required shipping
companies to screen immigrants abroad before boarding.
Each captain of the ship transporting foreigners in the "steerage" was required to provide
immigration inspectors with lists of immigrants. Each sheet of the passenger list was to
contain no more than 30

( Page 5 )

names, certified by the oath and signature of the captain or first officer of the ship that he
had personally examined each passenger named there and that the ship's surgeon had
made the same physical examination.
The lists were marked in alphabetical order A, B, C, etc. In order to make the identification
easier, upon arrival at the place, each immigrant or head of the family received a ticket with
the letter of the list and the number under which he was registered on it.



The name sheet was titled: "LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE U.S.
IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL ”. In addition to the name and surname, it
contained the place of origin and other basic information about the passenger. This list was
an inventory sheet of the human cargo on the ship and has become one of the most
important documents in the immigration process.
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Each sheet of the passenger list certified by the oath and signature of the captain or 1st
officer of the ship that he had personally checked each passenger on the list (left side). The
same certificate was made by the ship's surgeon that he had performed a physical
examination (right side).

Table: List of "Łomża" passengers of the vessel "Potsdam" who sailed on April 1, 1905 from
the port of Rotterdam in the Netherlands and arrived in New York on April 12, 19052

2 Note: In some cases, the names of persons and places on the passenger lists are distorted in such a
way that it is difficult to guess what their correct wording was. So we leave the name copied from the



Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table3

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table4

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table5

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table6

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table7

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table8

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table9

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table10

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table11

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table12

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table13

13 Zosin - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, in the Łomża commune.

12 Cambridge is a city in the United States of Massachusetts, separated from Boston by the Charles
River.

11 Sayreville is a town on the Raritan River, near Raritan Bay, in Middlesex County, New Jersey, USA.
The settlement was established in 1775, registered as a town in 1920. Until 1870, Sayreville was a
river port. The chemical and food processing industries flourished in Sayreville.
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10 Czerwone - a village in Poland located in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the
Kolno commune.

9 Coatesville - a city in the United States, Pennsylvania, in Chester County

8 Makowskie - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in Łomża district, in the Jedwabne
commune.

7 Lachowo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the Kolno
commune.
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6 Barzykowo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the
Stawiski commune.

5 Sokoły - a former town, now a village in Poland, located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in Wysokie
Mazowieckie district, in the Sokoły commune. City rights: 1827–1867 and 1915–1950. In the years
1975–1998 the town was administratively part of the Łomża province.

4 Ashley is a borough in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, one mile from Wilkes Barre.

3 Żebry - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Grajewo county, Wąsosz commune.
The royal village was located in the second half of the 16th century in the district of Wąsoskie, in the
land of Wizna, in the Masovian voivodeship. A village on the Vissa River, founded in 1417.
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list marked in blue. Others, presumed but questionable, are marked with a question mark, while those
that are certain to be correct are written in black.



Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table14

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table15

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table16

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table17

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table18

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table19

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table20

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table21

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table22

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table23

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table24

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table25

25 Brodowo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Grajewo district, Radziłów
commune.
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24 Conshohocken is a district on the Schuylkill River in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, in a suburb
of Philadelphia

23 Gnatowo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the Grabowo
commune

22 Utica - a city in the United States, in the state of New York, on the Mohawk River

21 Chyliny - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, Jedwabne commune
( Page 12)

20 Kolno - a town in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district.
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19 Wysokie Mazowieckie - a town in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Wysokie Mazowieckie district,

18 Laski - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, in the Zbójna commune.

17 Garden City is a village in the United States, New York, in Nassau, Long Island.

16 Rogienice Wielkie - a village in Podlaskie province, Kolno district, Mały Płock commune.
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15 Kąty - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, Jedwabne commune

14 Radule - a village in Poland located in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Białystok district, in the
Tykocin commune



Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table26

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table27

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table28

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table29
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table30

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table31
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table32

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table33

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table34
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table35
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table36

36 Schenectady - a city in the United States, New York, on the Mohawk River, in the
Albany-Schenectady-Troy urban complex.

35 Woonsocket - a city in the United States, Rhode Island, located on the Blackstone River.
Woonsocket is part of the Providence metropolitan area.

34 Romany - a village in Poland located in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the
Stawiski commune.

33 Scranton - a city in the United States, Pennsylvania, on the Lackawanna River.

32 Karwowo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the Stawiski
commune.

31 Gać - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, in the Łomża commune.

30 Leśniewo-Niedźwiedź - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Wysokie Mazowieckie
district, in the Kulesze Kościelne commune.

29 New Bedford - a city in the United States, Massachusetts, on Buzzards Bay.

28 New Brighton is a district located on the north coast of Staten Island, New York.

27 Drogoszewo - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, in the Miastkowo
commune.

26 Providence - a city in the United States, the capital and largest city of the state of Rhode Island
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table37

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table38
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table39
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table40

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table41
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Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table42

Przypis w tabeli, footnote in the table43
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The vessel "Potsdam", in which a group of almost one hundred "Łomża" immigrants sailed,
was commanded by an experienced captain Geert Stenger (1858–1927).
Stenger was born on August 10, 1858 in Farmsum. His father was a sea captain and Geert
probably attended the Delfzijl Maritime Academy which was founded in 1856
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43 Czerwone - a village in Poland located in the Podlaskie voivodeship, in the Kolno district, in the
Kolno commune.

42 Szabły Młodych - a village in Poland located in Podlaskie voivodeship, Łomża district, in the
Śniadowo commune.

41 Goworowo - a village in Poland in the Mazowieckie voivodeship, Ostrołęka district, Goworowo
commune.

40 Scranton - a city in the United States, Pennsylvania, on the Lackawanna River.

39 Mount Carmel is a district in Northumberland county, located in the Coal Heritage Region of
Susquehanna River Valley in central Pennsylvania

38 Nowa Wieś - a former settlement, now part of the town of Jedwabne in Poland. In the years
1975–1998 the settlement administratively belonged to the Łomża voivodeship.

37 Shenandoah is a district in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania in the United States, located in the
anthracite mining region, approximately 120 miles west of New York City and 108 miles northwest of
Philadelphia.



as the School of Industry and Shipping. He appeared in Holland America Line in 1881, when
on December 29 of that year he was appointed third officer to serve on the SS "Edam". On
November 5, 1883, in Rotterdam, he married Pieternella Oelssen, with whom he had eleven
children. Until his retirement on March 1, 1916, he was sailing on ten HAL passenger ships,
from September 8, 1886 as a captain. In his maritime career, he has crossed the ocean no
fewer than 480 times between Rotterdam and New York. Stenger died on March 27, 1927
and was buried at the Crooswijk General Cemetery in Rotterdam.

282 people could travel in the luxurious first class cabins of this ship, and 210 passengers in
the second class cabins. However, the vast majority - 1,800 people were “steerage”
passengers. The medical care for the passengers and the ship's crew during the sea voyage
was performed by dr. James Donnelly born in 1874 in Massachusetts and permanently
resident in New York at number 320 at 43rd Street. He obtained his medical degree in 1900
after graduating from the University of Louisville. These were the people on whom the safety

of the passengers and the ship's crew depended.

However, the exhausting journey across the ocean did not have a happy
ending for everyone. Among the above-mentioned group of "Łomża"
passengers on board the ship was 23-year-old Stanisława Wysocka from
Wysokie Mazowieckie, (manifesto p. Z, lines 5 and 6), who was sailing
with her two-year-old son Czesław to her husband. Probably Stanisława
and her husband were anxiously counting the days, looking forward to the
meeting and the moment when they would be together again. However,
fate turned out to be more cruel to them than they could have imagined.

During the trip, their son fell ill with pneumonia and despite hospitalization on the ship, the
child died on April 10, 1905, two days
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prior to the ship's arrival in New York port. The fact of the child's death was recorded on the
list and he was removed from the passenger list. You can imagine the tragedy of a young
mother who had to say goodbye to her deceased son at sea.

Deaths during the journey due to the harsh and unsanitary conditions below deck were
not uncommon, especially in the earlier years of emigration, but the deaths of children have
always been a difficult experience for all who witnessed it. For the funeral, the body of the
deceased was sewn into a sailor's cloth or placed in a rough coffin hastily made by a ship's
carpenter and weighted with lead to help him sink. The body was then placed on a board
with one end hanging over the side of the board. As the sailors gently lifted the other end of
the board, the body slid into the water. Some mothers ran amok into the ocean after the
body of their child was thrown into the water. Unfortunately, such tragedies were included in
the risk of travel.

A drawing by an unknown artist, showing a funeral at sea. November
1880. Taken from an Australian sketchbook.

But the most arduous journey comes to an end. Joyful excitement must have seized the
passengers of the "steerage" when they saw the Statue of Liberty in the distance, which
signaled that they were approaching the end of the torment caused by the journey and that
the moment of their innermost dreams was coming true. Many of them took off their hats
with reverence and wiped the tears streaming down their cheeks as the ship passed the
small islet of Bedloe4444 , on which the monumental Statue of Liberty towered.

44 Currently, Liberty Island. The name was changed by the United States Congress in 1956.
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On the morning of April 12, 1905, the ship arrived in New York, but some of its passengers
did not yet have reason to be completely happy as every emigrant traveling between decks
had a new worry, and wondered with concern whether he would be admitted to the mainland
or rejected by American immigration officials. It was not without reason that the island of
Ellis, where the exile center was located, was called "The Island of Tears". Many tragedies
took place there, especially during the separation of families. It happened that someone from
the family (a child, father or mother), due to the decision of immigration officials, was not
allowed to enter the USA and had to return to the port from which he came. The detentions
were for medical or legal reasons.
First and second class passengers, as well as American-born American citizens and
naturalized citizens, were kept separate from “steerage” passengers. They did not have to
undergo meticulous checks and went directly to land. The “steerage” passengers were
transferred to Ellis Island after being transferred onto ferries. During the transition to the
check-in hall, an initial selection was made to identify the sick and possibly hostile to
America,then detailed examinations followed. In addition to personal data, the passenger
was required to provide the purpose of travel, place of stay in the USA, last address, amount
of imported currency, knowledge of writing and reading, etc. Medical examinations were
aimed at rejecting the disabled and sick.

Immigrants arriving by barge to Ellis Island waiting to be admitted - 1905. The Miriam and Ira
D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Picture Collection, New York Public
Library. NYPL # 801533. GGA Image ID # 14ea8e139c
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During the inspection of immigrants, the inspectors detained suspects. They were put on a
special list "Record Of Detained Alien Passenger" and forwarded for further consideration of
their cases, which ended in dismissal or deportation. Following the passage of the
Immigration Act of 1882, Following the passage of the Immigration Act of 1882, immigration
officials most often entered the abbreviation "LPC" - "Likely Public Charge" as the reason for
the exclusion of immigrants arriving, a term taken from the law section that excludes
"persons who may become a public burden for taxpayers ”. The LPC classification was the
most common cause of deportation.



Register of detained foreign passengers

Persons suspected of being a burden for society due to their inability to support themselves
were detained. The reason for the arrest was abbreviated as "LPC" ("Likely Public Fee.")

Among the detained immigrants from the "Potsdam" ship, there were also people from the
Łomża region. One of them was Bronislawa Banoch (Bronisława Banach), a 21-year-old
single woman from Kolno (see Manifesto page D line 22). In the "reason for detention"
column, it was written that she was going to her brother-in-law. However, Bronisława did not
stay on the island for long. Later that day, after eating lunch at 3:40 a.m., she was fired by
Inspector William Yates and placed in the care of Sister Stanisława Kan, who lived in the
neighboring state of New Jersey, Jersey City, on 12th Street, 170.
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Inspector Jones also detained 30-year-old Stanisław Potkul from Kolno (see Manifesto p.

K, line 10) on his way to his brother-in-law, A. Kozikowski, from Middletown-Connecticut.
Stanisław Potkul spent three days in detention. He was detained on April 12 and released on
April 15 at 11:45 am. In the nutrition column, it was noted that he ate 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches,
and 3 dinners.

37-year-old Potkul Jacob (see Manifesto p. C, line 2),going to a brother-in-law living in New
Jersey was detained by Inspector Charles English and assigned to a special extended
hearing SPECIAL INQUIRY (SI). After three days, on April 15, 1905, he was released at
11:21. On the island, he ate 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 3 dinners.The reason for the
detention was the LPC.

22-year-old Antoni Skobowski (see Manifesto p. FF, line 2), was detained by inspector
William Leonard. Released on April 13 at 3:48. On the island, he ate 1 breakfast, 2 lunches
and 1 dinner. The reason for the detention was the LPC.



20-year-old Józefa Kujawa from Ostrów Mazowiecka (see Manifesto p. XX line 16) going
to her brother-in-law in Chicago was detained by Inspector Felst on April 13. Two days later,
on April 15, she was released at 3:42 am. On the island, she ate 3 breakfasts, 4 lunches,
and 3 dinners.The reason for the detention was the LPC.

In many cases, LPC also referred to a diagnosed disease or physical disability that made it
impossible to earn a living. Doctors first examined the immigrant and carried out the initial
segregation by writing the appropriate letter on his clothes with chalk, denoting the disease
or the type of disability. It was obligatory to exclude people diagnosed with infectious
diseases such as tuberculosis, venereal disease or trachoma. If a medical certificate was
issued, it was forwarded to the immigration inspector, who then interviewed the arriving
passenger and made a decision about his fate. Immigrants held on Ellis Island were
particularly concerned about eye examinations. Doctors at the US Public Health Service
were alert to trachoma, a highly contagious eye infection that can lead to blindness and even
death. In order to detect the disease, all suspected persons were examined by using the
button hooks used to tightly close shoes and collars to avert the eyelids of immigrants.

The immigrants most frequently classified as LPC were pregnant women, women with
children and women traveling alone. Women were provided with a matron to be interviewed
on all sensitive topics. Particular attention was paid to young women traveling alone, who
could be easy prey for pimps and human traffickers. Each of them had to know the
destination address and could only leave the island after the arrival of the person she
declared during the interview.
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Until their spouse or other male family member vouched for them, these women and children
remained in custody. While waiting for an additional inspection, the detainees lived in
dormitories on the third floor of the building above the registration room. Usually they stayed
there for a few, and sometimes several days.

The abbreviation "LCD" ("loathsome contagious disease") was also used, which was a
code to diagnose a disgusting or dangerous infectious disease or mental or physical defects
of a foreign passenger arriving in the US. People diagnosed as blind, deaf, stupid, disabled,
terminally ill or suffering from any defect that would prevent them from earning a living, and
elderly people of both sexes were deported. Old-age exclusion did not apply to parents of
United States residents who could provide for their support.

Immigrants with curable diseases were sent to medical facilities on Ellis Island and in
some cases to hospitals in New York. Suspected infectious cases were sent to Swinburne
Island for observation, while active infectious cases were quarantined on Hoffman Island.
Criminals sentenced for criminal offenses, polygamists and anarchists were ruthlessly
deported, i.e. people who not only posed a threat to the well-being of American society, but
also physically threatened security, as evidenced by the assassination of the American
president on September 6, 1901 by a Polish emigrant - anarchist Leon Czołgosz .



During the passenger inspection of the "Potsdam" ship, in which a group of immigrants
from Łódź arrived immigration inspectors detained 99 people who had to undergo the
procedure of extended questioning and documentation review by inspectors with possible
additional physical and mental tests conducted by medical personnel. The prepared
passenger register was called: "RECORD OF ALIENS FOR SPECIAL INQUIRY", in short it
was marked with the symbol (SI) on the list next to the immigrant's name.

Register of detained foreigners for special questioning
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Immigration inspector William Scarlett detained, inter alia, two underage Petrowski
sisters,17-year-old Wiktoria and 15-year-old Jadwiga (see Manifesto page A, lines 4 and 5),
living in Żebry near Wąsosz and traveling to their brother living in Ashley in Pennsylvania.
The reason for detention (LPC) was undoubtedly the young age of the girls and the lack of
care from a family member. They were released on April 13 at 2:29. In the food column it
was noted that the sisters received 2 breakfasts, 4 lunches, and 2 dinners.

Immigrants rejected upon entry into the United States had the right to have their cases
examined by a three-member Special Inquiry Committee for a final decision. The board



members gathered in a purpose-built interrogation room in the main building on Ellis Island.
There, they assessed the evidence received from medical officers and immigration
inspectors before making their final decision to cancel or uphold the initial rejection.

Ellis Island Commissioner Robert Watchorn, second from left, attends the hearing.
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In general, those immigrants who were approved for admission to the United States spent
two to five hours on Ellis Island. The visitors were asked 29 questions, including: name and
surname, occupation and amount of money. Most of the inspectors knew several languages.
In addition, a group of translators worked on the island. There were also a few Poles among
the inspectors (Raczkiewicz John, Jankovski Vincent, Dworzecki Anthony - translator).

It was important for the American government that the newcomers had support and
could start somewhere. The government wanted immigrants to carry between $ 18 and $ 25
(the equivalent of $ 600 in 2015 including inflation). People with apparent health problems
were rejected and sent home. Some unskilled workers were also rejected as they were
judged to be a public burden on taxpayers. Immigrants with signs of seasickness or other
less serious diseases were put into quarantine, the rest with obvious signs of physical or
mental disability were returned to the ship and sent home at their own expense or at the
shipping company's expense. Some who received treatment stayed on the island in hospital
facilities for a long time. More than 3,000 immigrants died on Ellis Island during the lifetime
of this immigration center.

After a long journey and much humiliation and the acceptance of American officials, the
new land promised by agents and agitators was finally open. Fate smiled at many, many
returned home empty-handed.



Immigrants at Ellis Island in New York, 1905. The photo comes from the resources of the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).
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In order to fully understand the experiences and emotions of an immigrant sailing to
America, it would be necessary to make a journey across the ocean in the steerage-like
spaces of the ship. To tell the truth, I did not make such a complete journey but having
previously passed the pre-ferry inspection three times, I was on my way to Ellis Island from
Battery Park which is on the Manhattan waterfront. I passed Liberty Island three times where
the Statue of Liberty is located. From the ocean side I could see what my grandparents,
Władysław and Antoni, noticed over 100 years ago, when they were sailing to New York. The
seagulls flying overhead signaled that the land was close, and the silhouettes of Manhattan
skyscrapers towering above the ground emerged from the mist of the morning mist. When I
got off the ferry and made my way to the main entrance to the check-in hall, I had an
amazing feeling. Here, after over 100 years, I followed the same path as my grandparents.
Around me, there was a colorful crowd of tourists from all over the world, who probably came
for a similar purpose to me, but I did not see their colorful clothes and fashionable hairstyles,
cameras, cameras ...For a moment I traveled to the early years of the 20th century and
through the eyes of my imagination I saw a gray crowd of people tired of the journey. I heard
the splash of the waves crashing steadily against the side of the ferry, and conversations in
foreign languages. My heart was pounding with emotion, I guess, as hard as it did for them.
And the seagulls, as they did 100 years ago, flapped their wings and made screeching
noises, flew overhead.
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Attachment

The history of the S.S. “Potsdam”
also known as “Stockholm” (I), “Solglimt” and “Sonderburg”.
(1900 - 1947)

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/resources/journeys-to-australia/


Photo 1. The photo comes from the resources of the Library of Congress of the United
States, Prints and Photographs Division. The file is available under det.LoC4a2024lu.jpg

The first decades of the 20th century were truly successful for the world's shipping
companies. Huge numbers of emigrants left their homes in the Old World and decided to find
a new life on the other side of the North Atlantic. Most of them came to the United States,
where unrestricted immigration laws welcomed anyone who was healthy and able to earn a
living in America. This made the North Atlantic Ocean the most profitable shipping route.
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Shipping lines fought for popularity among the expatriates because they provided them with
real income.The design of the steamship evolved rapidly, as a result, larger, faster and more
luxurious units constantly outdid each other. Transatlantic liners transported wealthy
passengers in luxurious conditions, but it was the “steerage” passengers traveling in
cramped and small cabins below deck that made building such large ships profitable. The
idea was to transport as many people as possible in the "steerage", because they were the
driving force behind the profitability of transport, although they paid a lower price for tickets
than passengers in luxury cabins.

One of the companies caught up in this fierce competition was Holland-America Line
(HAL), which started operating in 1872 with its first steamer, the "Rotterdam". In the last
years of the 19th century, the Holland-America Line had a successful period and it was
decided to expand the fleet with three new sister ships, the largest that the company has had
to date. Irish builders from Belfast designed three new ships. The contract for the first vessel
was awarded to the German Blohm & Voss shipyard in Hamburg, and another two sister
vessels were built at the Irish Harland & Wolff shipyards in Belfast. Although the first ship
was built in Germany, it had an Irish design, as did the two younger vessels, Rijndam and
Noordam.

The construction of the ship lasted until December 15, 1899. After launching it was
baptized with the name "Potsdam." The ship was equipped with steam engines and
craftsmen of various specialties adapted its interior to the transport of passengers. Just five
months later, on May 5, 1900, a new ship was delivered to HAL. After satisfactory sea trials,
it was ready to start its career as a Dutch-American liner.

Just twelve days after the handover of the Holland-America ocean line vessel, the
Potsdam embarked on its maiden voyage from Rotterdam Harbor to New York on May 17.
With more than 12,000 gross tons, the unit was the largest HAL had ever had at its
disposal.It had the classic look of a steamboat with two masts and a single funnel painted in
the colors of the Holland-America line - yellow, green and white. The vessel measured 571
feet from its straight prow to the forehead of the stern and was indeed the latest masterpiece
of Dutch trade lines. Although it was equipped with luxurious first class cabins and
comfortable second class cabins, it left no doubt about its main role as an émigré



ship. This is indicated by the number of places in each class; 282 people in the first
class, 210 in the second and as many as 1800 people in the "steerage".

“Potsdam” had its first summer sailing in the North Atlantic,but soon found to be slow and
as a result became known as the "poor steamship".The reason for this was insufficient
chimney draft. The company decided something needed to be done to remedy this
unfortunate vulnerability.So, during the first winter renovation in 1900-1901, the chimney of
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the ship was raised by a full 23 feet (almost seven meters). The introduced modification of
the chimney was successfully completed and the speed of the ship was significantly
improved.The original flaw did leave its mark, as the ship never had any speed reserves.
Potsdam continued its service in the Holland-America line. After the sinking of the Titanic in
1912, the HAL equipped the ship with two additional pairs of lifeboats, mounted at the stern
of the superstructure. As the political situation in Europe became more and more tense, the
danger of a great conflict became a very real fact. And so in the summer of 1914, shots in
Sarajevo sparked the First World War. The Netherlands as a country maintained a neutral
position, but the submarine war in the Atlantic threatened the ships of this line. To protect
them as much as possible, the Netherlands-America ships were painted on the sides with
signs of neutrality.The name of the ship and the name of the home port were written in
capital letters. However, the war caused a serious drop in the number of passengers, as a
result of which the "Potsdam" was put up for sale in Rotterdam. In September 1915, the ship
was bought by the newly established Swedish-American Transatlantic Shipping Line (SAL)
and changed its name to "Stockholm".The emergence of the Swedish-American line was in
many respects the result of great emigration. The idea was to provide a route from Sweden
to America without unnecessary detours, and also to allow the expatriates to sail on a
Swedish ship with a Swedish crew. Thanks to the ship "Stockholm", the new service could
start soon. But first the ship had to be adapted to modern Swedish standards, mainly in third
class areas.After the modernization was completed, Stockholm was ready to inaugurate the
SAL cruises.On December 11, 1915, "Stockholm" left Gothenburg for New York. Due to the
war in Europe, the ship was painted with neutral markings. Thanks to Sweden's neutrality,
the new company grew rapidly despite having only one vessel in its fleet. But service had to
be postponed after two years, when unlimited submarine warfare was introduced in the
North Atlantic. The neutrality markings were no longer a protection against lurking U-Boots,
so the “Stockholm” in May 1917 was moored in the port of Stockholm.

When the bloody conflict ended in 1918, SAL was able to resume shipping. After a
transition period of just over a year, “Stockholm” resumed service in June. But even though
the war was over, there was still a long way to go before things returned to normal. Soldiers
of many nations who came to fight and survived the war in Europe were now to be sent
home again. Thus, in 1919, "Stockholm" was leased to the United States for the repatriation
of troops.
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Photo 2. “Potsdam” after changing the name to “Stockholm”. Pictured is the return home of
1,000 African-American soldiers from New York's famous 369 (old 15) regiment.
(The photo comes from the resources of the United States National Archives NARA -
533515.tif)

Shortly thereafter, the “Stockholm'' returned to the Swedish-American route, still as the only
ship. This situation ended in February 1920, when SAL purchased a new vessel, the
“Virginian”, from the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, and renamed it the
“Drottningholm”. After all, the “Stockholm” had a mate from the fleet. SAL's intention to
improve the fleet was also reflected when in 1922 the "Stockholm" was sent to the
Götaverken shipyard in Gothenburg to upgrade the engines to improve their efficiency and
reduce the height of the funnel by around 2 meters.
However, the great emigration wave for which the line was created was ending. In fact, as
soon as the company was founded in 1915, the émigré movement began to decline.
However, 1923 became known as the "last wave" of immigrants. Then it was over. It was too
late for SAL to earn money from transporting emigrants and it had to rethink its business
strategy. In 1928 the “Stockholm” was sold and converted into a whale oil ship. It sailed
under the changed name "Solglimt".

In the spring of 1940, Germany invaded Norway. A few months later, while its stay in
Antarctica, “Solglimt” - the former “Potsdam” was captured by the German auxiliary cruiser
“Pinguin” (formerly the liner “Kandelfels”).On January 14, 1941, the ship was taken to
Bordeaux with a cargo of whale oil taken over by Erste Deutsche Walfangesellschaft (First
German Whaling Company).On January 14, 1941, the ship was taken to Bordeaux with a
cargo of whale oil taken over by Erste Deutsche Walfangesellschaft (First German Whaling
Company).The Germans changed the name of the ship to "Sonderburg'' and it now sailed
under the German flag. It was used as a supply ship in various French ports.
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Photo 3. Ship captured by the Germans with full load. The photo comes from the Norwegian
National Archives. Oslo. Archive institution: State Archives in Kongsberg.

In 1942 the vessel "Potsdam" / "Solglimt" / "Sonderburg" was anchored in Cherbourg. On
September 15, 1942, several British bombing raids passed over the port. After being
bombed by 12 Boston 107 Squadrons, the ship sank in port due to sustained damage. The
unit was retrieved at a later date, but there were no insufficient resources to repair the
damage.



Photo 4. The photos show the bomb attack on the port of Cherbourg in France. The ship
received at least two direct hits. Photographic evidence from NGA45 research45
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Two years later, on June 15, 1944, the unit was sunk by the Germans in order to block the
entrance to the port during the evacuation of Cherbourg. The wreckage remained in the port
of Cherbourg until peace in Europe came. In August 1946, the French partially dismantled
the ship with explosives in order to clear the port entrance.The final remains of the former
vessel "Potsdam" were collected in January of the following year, towed to Great Britain and
scrapped there. Thus ended its long and eventful career in maritime history.

Sources:
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45 NGA (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) is a combat support agency under the United States
Department of Defense and a member of the United States Intelligence Community, whose main task
is to collect, analyze and disseminate geospatial data supporting national security.






